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VIVIANA DÍAZ BALSERA 
Professor of Spanish 
University of Miami 

Dept. of Modern Languages and Literatures 
  

EDUCATION: 
 
Yale University; Ph. D. in Hispanic Studies 

 
TEACHING POSITIONS: 

 
University of Miami, Department of Modern Languages and Literatures Professor, 
2009 to present 
Associate Professor, 1999 – 2009 
Assistant Professor,  1993 – 1999 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign: Department of Spanish, Italian and 
Portuguese, Assistant Professor, 1989-1993. 

 
 
 SELECTED PUBLICATIONS: 
 

Books: 
 

Guardians of Idolatry: Gods, Demons and Priests Hernando Ruiz de Alarcón’s Treatise of 
Heathen Superstitions. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2018. 

 
 

La Florida: Five Hundred Years of Spanish Presence. Edited by Viviana Díaz Balsera and 
Rachel E. May. Gainesville: University of Florida Press, 2014. Won the 2015 Gold 
Florida Book Award in Non-fiction. 

 
The Pyramid Under the Cross: Franciscan Discourses of Evangelization and 

the Nahua Christian Subject in Sixteenth-Century Mexico. Tucson: University of 
Arizona Press, 2005. 

 
Calderón y las quimeras de la Culpa: alegoría, seducción y resistencia en 

cinco autos sacramentales. Purdue Studies in Romance Literatures Series, v. 13. 
West Lafayette: Purdue University Press, 1997. 
 
 

  Journal articles: 
 

“Tezcatlipoca neoplatónico y las correspondencias ocultas del amor.” 
Colonial Latin American Review 20.3 (2011): 279-301. 

 
“Celebrating the Arrival of a New Sun. The Tlaxcalans Conquer Jerusalem in 1539.” 

Estudios de Cultura Náhuatl 39 (2009): 311-330. 
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“ Nombres que conservan el mundo: los nahualtocaitl y el Tratado sobre idolatrías de 
Hernando Ruiz de Alarcón.” Colonial Latin American Review 16.2 (2007): 159- 
78. 

 
“Erasing the Pyramid under the Cross: Motolinía’s History of the Indians of 

New Spain and the Construction of the Nahua Christian Subject.” Journal of 
Spanish Cultural Studies 4.1 (2003): 111-123. 

 
“A Judeo-Christian Tlaloc or a Nahua Yahweh? Domination, Hybridity and 

Continuity in the Nahua Evangelization Theater.” Colonial Latin American Review 
10.2 (2001): 209-27. 

  “Mal de amor y alteridad en un texto de Sor Juana: El Divino Narciso 
reescribe Calderón.” Bulletin of Comediantes 49 (1997): 15-33. 

 
 

  "El jardín de Falerina y la escritura de Lucifer". Revista de Estudios Hispánicos 28 
(1994): 141-162. 

 
 

Book Chapters: 
 

“Voicing Mesoamerican Identities on the Roads of Empire: Alarcón and the Nahualtocaitl in 
Seventeenth Century Mexico.” In: To Be Indio in Colonial Spanish America. Ed. 
Mónica Díaz. Alburquerque: University of Mexico Press, 2017. 169-189. 

 
 

“Mujer-Águila, polvo espiritado, y un conejo boca arriba: oraciones y conjuros 
para el parto en el México pre-hispánico y colonial.” In: Lives and 
Works of Early Modern Women in Iberia and the Americas: Studies in 
Law, Society, Art and Literature in Honor of Anne J. Cruz. Eds. 
Adrienne L. Martín and María Cristina Quintero. New York: 
Artepoetica, 2015. 253-268 

 
“Atando dioses y humanos: Cipactónal y la cura por adivinación en el Tratado sobre 

idolatrías de Hernando Ruiz de Alarcón.” In: Stephanie Kirk, editor. Estudios 
coloniales latinoamericanos en el siglo XXI: Nuevos itinerarios. Pittsburgh: 
Instituto Internacional de Literatura Iberoamericana, Serie Nueva América, 
2011. 321-349. 
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“The Shaman Meets the Poet: María Sabina and the Curative Powers of 
Language.” In: Sacred Tropes: Old Testament, New Testament, and Qur’an 
as Literature and Culture. Ed. Roberta Sabbath. Leiden: Brill Press, 2009. 
283-29 

 
 

“The Hero as Rhetor: Hernán Cortés’s Second and Third Letters to Charles 
V.” Invasion and Transformation: Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Images 
of the Conquest of Mexico. Eds. Rebecca Briennen and Margaret Jackson. 
Boulder: University of Colorado Press, 2008. 57-74. 

 
“Of Barbarism, Demons, and Natural Reason: Teaching the Rhetoric of Human 

Sacrifices in Pre-Hispanic Mexico.” In Approaches to Teaching 
Bartholomé de Las Casas. Eds. Eyda Merediz and Santa Arias. New 
York: Modern Language Association, 2008. 159-166. 

 
“Hernán Cortés and His Letters to Charles V.” The Jay I. Kislak Collection at 

the Library of Congress. Ed. Arthur Dunkelman. W ashington, D.C.: 
Library of Congress, 2007. 67-70. (Abridged version of “The Hero as 
Rhetor") 

 
“Cleansing Mexican Antiquity: Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz and the loa to The Divine 

Narcissus.” Companion to Colonial Latin American Literature. Eds. Susan 
Castillo and Ivy Schweitzer. Mass. And Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, 2005. 
292-305. 

 
“Instructing the Nahuas in Judeo-Christian Obedience. A neixcuitilli and Four 

Sermon Pieces on the Akedah.” Nahuatl Theater Series: Life and Death in 
Colonial Mexico. Vol. 1. Eds. Barry D. Sell and Louise Burkhart. Norman: 
University of Oklahoma Press, 2004. 85-111. 

 
 

“Representando los límites del poder colonial: evangelización, ironía y 
resistencia en el neixcuitilli El día del Juicio Final.” El teatro franciscano 
en la Nueva España. Fuentes y ensayos para el estudio del teatro de 
evangelización en el siglo XVI. Ed. María Sten. México: UNAM y Consejo 
Nacional para la Cultura y las Artes. (2000): 333-45. 
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Forthcoming Book Chapter: 
 

“Sacrificial Labors of Colonization: Sixteenth Century Franciscan Missions in Central 
Mexico and in La Florida” in Sixteenth-Century Mission to be published by 
Lexham Press in Bellingham, WA [October 2020] 

 
 
 

Work in Progress: 
 

Light of Egypt in La Florida:  Gregorio de Movilla’s Third Catechism for the Timucua and the 
 Hieroglyphics of Christ  [essay] 
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